
As another year of service draws to a 
close, it is important to reflect on both 
the  accompl ishments  and the 
challenges faced by the Helpline.  
 
The annual gala ð òC elebrate th e 
W om en  In  Y ou r L ifeó ð was yet another 
positive success with even more 
Helpline supporters in attendance.  
 
Other fundraising and public education 
events that occurred this year created 
another opportunity for the Helpline to 
build awareness on the organization 
itself and on violence against women.  
 
The Helpline went through many 
staffing changes in order to best 
respond to the ever growing needs of 
the communities across Ontario. The 
dedication and commitment of the staff 
continues to exceed all of our 
expectations. Their efforts are 
commendable. 
 
T h e A W H L õs partn ership w ith  O A IT H  
as it related to both the gala and the 
Anti Racism Anti Oppression training 
initiative, demonstrated positive 
collaboration and working in solidarity.  
 
The Board of Directors worked with 
tenacity to ensure that funding, policies 
and support remained secured for the 
Helpline. The Board could not do its 

work without the clear, concise, and 
tim ely com m u n ication  of A W H L õs 
wonderful dedicated executive director, 
Huong Pham. Her tireless efforts and 
relentless pursuit of excellence are 
unmatched.  
Despite the work of the Helpline, 
women and their children continue to 
be murdered by their abusive partners. 
To date, more than thirty women and 
nine children have been murdered in 
the province of Ontario in 2006.  
 
On December 10, 2006, AWHL joined 
oth er w om en õs organ ization s in  a m ass 
demonstration to the Conservative 
government. December 10th marks the 
International Human Rights Day and 
the rally will demonstrate the growing 
dissatisfaction with the Canadian 
govern m en tõs decision s to u n derm in e 
w om en õs righ ts for equ ality, w om en õs 
access to justice, and abandoning its 
ow n  obligation  to advan ce w om en õs 
human rights in Canada.  
 

We called on the government to reverse 
its policy decisions on the Status of 
Women Canada, pay equity, childcare, 
the Court Challenges Program and the 
W om en õs P rogram . T h e govern m en tõs 
approach is only further jeopardizing 
the historic efforts by Canada to 
ach ieve w om en õs fu ll equ ality. N ot on ly 
does our government need to reform 
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Women and children murdered in 2006  
where partner charged or committed suicide  

Rosalinda Concepcion, 32. Welland. Mother of three. 
Rosalinda was found strangled to death in her home 
after she failed to pick up her children from school. 
Police and child welfare authorities arrived at the 
home and discovered her and her common -law partner 
in the house.  Leonard James Kelly was taken to hos-
pital w ith  a òm edical con dition ó an d later ch arged 
with first -degree murder. (January 2006)  
 
Rose Boroja, 54. Markham. Mother of three. Rose was 
fou n d in  h er h om e stran gled to death , w ith  òobviou s 
sign s of trau m aó to h er body after a relative placed an  
emergency call to police. Her husband, Pero Boroja 
later surrendered to police and was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder.  (January 2006)  
 
Shao-Sang Liang , 38, her daughter Vivian Yuen -Yee 
Chau, 3 and her son, Ian Chau , 5 months. Toronto. 
Shao-Sang and her two children were stabbed to death 
in their basement apartment while neighbours lis-
tened to their screams. Neighbours had often heard 
banging and screaming in the home but had never 
intervened, but expressed disbelief and surprise that 
the murders had occurred. They alternately described 
th e fam ily as òan ti-socialó, òn ot n orm aló, an d òn ice 
people, like a h appy fam ilyó. M edia reports em ph a-
sized the trauma suffered by police when they entered 

the scene and the difficulty of police dealing with the 
deaths of children. Huc Minh Chau, common -law part-
ner of the woman, was arrested at the scene and 
charged with three counts of first -degree murder. 
(February 2006)  
 
Wendy LaFleche , 41, her daughter Victoria , 7 and her 
son, Jesse, 3. Aurora.  Wendy and her children were 
beaten to death in their beds.  Her estranged husband, 
John LaFleche, was caught in a police chase near Bar-
rie as he fled and later charged with three counts of 
first -degree murder.  (March 2006)  
 
Fallon Mason , 23. Brantford. Mother of two.  Fallon 
w as fou n d dead of in ju ries from  òan  edged w eapon ó in  
the townhouse that she shared with her two pre -
school children, who were present at the time. Later 
police engaged in a lengthy standoff with a man who 
finally emerged from another home with injuries and 
blood-soaked clothing. He was said to have had a pre-
vious relationship with Fallon and had been charged 
in February with breaking into her home and harass-
ing her. He was released on bail in that incident. The 
children were placed in foster care. Greg Christopher 
Martins was arrested and taken to hospital. He was 
later charged with first -degree murder.  (March 2006)  
 
Yvonne Marsh , 37. Wasaga Beach. Yvonne was found 
dead in her home after a man turned himself in to po-
lice in Toronto, saying he had killed someone.  Reports 
said sh e h ad died as a resu lt of an  òaxe attackó.  
Yvonne had rejected a man who was insisting that 
they have a relationship after she had separated from 
her husband. Adam Newman was charged with first -
degree murder. (March 2006)  
 
Jared Andrew Osidacz , 8. Brantford. Jared was 
stabbed to death by his father at the home of the fa-
th erõs girlfrien d an d h er 8-year-old daughter. His girl-
friend and her daughter were also stabbed, but sur-
vived and were taken to hospital. Approximately an 
hour later, police shot Andrew Osidacz to death at an-
other resident where he was holding his ex -wife 
(Jaredõs m oth er) at kn ifepoin t. O sidacz h ad been  con -
victed in 2003 of assault on his ex -wife. He was or-
dered to do 75 hours of community service and to give 
$300 to N ova V ita W om en õs S h elter, as w ell as to par-
ticipate in programs. Justice Lawrence Thibideau did 
not think the crime warranted incarceration. Osidacz 
was ordered to have no contact with his wife, but an 

their commitment to the women in Canada, but our 
government needs to promote a collective respect for 
w om en õs equ ality an d h u m an  righ ts. 
 
Not only is it imperative to continue to fight the good 
fight, demand the change, and seek demonstrated 
commitment of all levels of government, the Helpline, 
along with our sister organizations, will continue to 
support each other in our campaigns to End Violence 
Against Women.  
 
In Solidarity,  
 
Erin Lee -Todd 
Chair ð Board of Directors  
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exception was made for contact with Jared through a 
family court access order. (March 2006)  
 
Francine Mailly , 37, and her three children, Jessica, 
12, Brandon , 9 and Kevin , 6. Ottawa. Francine and 
her three children were shot to death before the house 
was blown up and engulfed in flames.  Francine was 
estranged from her husband, Francois, who was found 
dead on the lawn of the house with a .22 calibre gun 
beside him. A note outlining his plan to kill the family 
w as fou n d in  h is van  an d F ran cin eõs fam ily reported 
th at h e h ad often  said th at if h e cou ldn õt h ave h er, n o-
body would. Francois Mailly had a history of contact 
with police as a result of domestic violence and other 
issues and was under a restraining order to have no 
contact with Francine at the time of the murders. Be-
cause Francine was in contact with him, police appar-
ently said they could do nothing about his harassment 
and threats.  Francois Mailly was in anger manage-
m en t cou n sellin g an d th e C h ildren õs A id S ociety also 
had a file on the family. His family and co -workers 
were surprised by the murders and described him as a 
hardworking family man who loved his children. Her 
fam ily talked abou t F ran cin eõs on goin g fear of h im  
and the lack of police support for her. (April 2006)  
 
Melody Burtis , 40 and her son, Harley Baxter -Burtis , 
8.  Sault Ste. Marie. Melody and Harley were ab-
ducted from their home and driven to a remote loca-
tion where they were slashed to death, then taken to a 
cemetery where they were dumped. By coincidence, 
police officers were at the cemetery and saw a man 
near the bodies.  Albert Francis Ouimet was arrested 
and has been charged with two counts of kidnapping 
and first -degree murder.  Police have said that the 
cou ple w ere òkn ow n  to each  oth eró bu t h ave n ot clari-
fied their relationship further. (April 2006)  
 
Dale Cheryl Mapstone , 29. Toronto. Mother of two. 
Dale was stabbed to death in front of her 10 -year-old 
son  T reyvon , w h o tried to save h is m oth erõs life by 
ju m pin g on  th e assailan tõs back, before ru n n in g to a 
neighbour for help. Her boyfriend, Vaughn Maxwell 
Wilson, was charged with second -degree murder. 
(April 2006)  
 
M eh eru n  òM itaó N essa, 35. Toronto.  Mother of three. 
In a scenario eerily similar to the death of Dale Map-
stone, Meherun was stabbed to death in her apart-
ment in front of her 13 -year-old daughter Jayba. 
Jayba was assaulted in the incident and tried to stop 
th e bleedin g, bu t h er m oth erõs in ju ries w ere too se-

vere.  Her husband, Shabbir Mahmud, was charged 
with second -degree murder and assault.  He had been 
arrested the year before but not charged. The Chil-
dren õs A id S ociety w as called in .  A ccordin g to a frien d, 
Meherun had said that her husband threatened to kill 
her if she ever called police. (April 2006)  
 
Natalie Novak , 20. Toronto. Natalie was stabbed to 
death in a house where she was living as a student 
while she attended Ryerson University.  Multiple calls 
were made to 911 and other students tried to inter-
vene by forcing the door to her room, but it was too 
late to save her. Her ex -boyfriend, Arssei Hindessa 
was charged with second -degree murder. Police re-
ported that he had also been convicted of assaulting 
Natalie the September before and was on probation 
with conditions to stay away from her.  (May 2006)  
 
Seema Badhan, 19. Toronto.  Seema was thrown off 
the 10th floor balcony of the building where she had 
lived with her estranged husband. Neighbours re-
ported hearings screaming and arguing but ignored it. 
T h en  on e n eigh bou r reported h earin g a òh u ge, h u ge 
scream ó an d saw  S eem a lifeless on  th e grou n d below . 
N eigh bou rs also described th e m an  as òpeace-lovin gó 
an d th e cou ple as òso in  loveó.  Z oh aib S h au kat w as 
charged at the scene with first -degree murder. (May 
2006) 
 
Ashley Daubs , 15 and Stephanie Daubs , 12.  Ashley 
and Stephanie were killed when, according to police, 
their father intentional swerved into a head -on colli-
sion with a dump truck, killing all three of them.  Po-
lice first thought the collision was an accident but 
later changed their assessment in the light of addi-
tional evidence. John Daubs had been charged with 
uttering threats against his estranged wife, Debbie, 
the mother of the girls, and had been ordered to stay 
away from her. (May 2006)  
 
Deborah Devine , 33. London.  Deborah was found 
dead following a fire in her home.  Her partner, Lo-
ranzo Kimpe, has been charged with second -degree 
murder and arson endangering life. (June 2006)  
 
Cindy MacDonald , 29. London. Cindy was found with 
a knife through her chest in the backyard of her home.   
Her boyfriend, Melvin Flores, was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder. Flores was out on bail with a no -
contact bail condition ordered in April after he was  
released on a charge of uttering a death threat against 
Cindy. (June 2006)  
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Kamlesh Dhingra , 58. Richmond Hill. Kamlesh was 
found by her adult son stabbed to death in her home. 
Her husband was also found unconscious in the home 
and was taken to hospital with injuries.  Kamlesh had 
just moved into the house two or three weeks prior to 
her murder.  Police would not call the incident a mur-
der-suicide attempt.  The estranged husband, Ved 
Dhingra, has been charged with first -degree murder. 
(June 2006)  
 
Gwendolyn Pilgrim , 35. Toronto.  Gwendolyn was 
found strangled to death in her basement apartment 
after her boyfriend, Donovan Morrison, turned himself 
in to police. He was charged with second -degree mur-
der. Morrison had been charged in March with posses-
sion of a dangerous weapon and released on bail with 
conditions to stay away from Gwendolyn, but he had 
moved in with her again after he was charged. (June 
2006) 
 
Kathy Rajher , 66. Hamilton. Kathy was stabbed to 
death by her husband, Vinko Rajher, who then hanged 
himself. Kathy had repeatedly told her friend that her 
husband was going to kill her, but her friend would 
say th at h e w asn õt capable of th at. K ath y h ad recen tly 
said th at she w an ted a divorce an d th e cou pleõs h ou se 
had been put on the market several weeks before the 
murder -suicide. Police had visited the home on a num-
ber of occasions and Kathy had also taken refuge in a 
w om en õs sh elter. (Ju n e 2006) 
 
Malena Morales , 31. Brampton. Mother of two. 
Malena was found murdered in her home. No cause of 
death  w as reported except to say th ere w ere òsign s of 
trau m aó to h er body. A  C an ada-wide arrest warrant 
was issued for her husband, Henry Morales. Police 
believe he has fled to Mexico. (July 2006)  
 
Audrey Gates , 85.  Burlington. Audrey was strangled 
to death in her home. Her 85 -year-old husband was 
found bleeding in another room from a self -inflicted 
knife wound and is currently in hospital. The couple 
had been married for 55 years. Ronald Gates has been 
charged with first -degree murder. (August 2006)  
 
Angela Harkley , 33. S h rew sbu ry. A n gelaõs body w as 
found in a shallow grave in a marsh -like area about 
120 metres from a home she shared with her boy-
friend.  A post -mortem was scheduled to determine 
the cause of death.  After an hours -long suicidal staff -
off with police in an orchard, her boyfriend was taken  

 
 
from a car when he was overcome by fumes from a 
propane tank he had with him. Bradley Thomas War-
wick was charged with first -degree murder. 
(September 2006) 
 
Zofia Strojnik , 54. M ississau ga. Z ofiaõs body w as fou n d 
in her home by police after they were called to the 
residence. Cause of death was not released. Her hus-
band, Julian Strojnik, has been charged with first -
degree murder. (October 2006)  
 
Brenda Demoor , 39. Brockville. Brenda was found 
dead in her apartment after a 911 call to police, who 
are still investigating the murder.  No cause of death 
was given but authorities indicated there was trauma 
to B ren daõs body. N eigh bou rs said th e apartm en t h ad 
been the site of a few disturbances in recent months. 
Donald Hutchinson, who lived with Brenda, was 
charged with second -degree murder. (October 2006)  
 
Malini Thayakumar , 36, and her daughter Neruuya, 
14. Toronto. Malini and her daughter were found dead 
in their townhouse after a call to 911 by her husband, 
òK u m aró, w h o h ad left an d w as at th e apartm en t of 
M alin iõs paren ts. H e told 911 th at h e h ad killed h is 
wife and daughter and was going to take his own life. 
He then jumped from the balcony and was killed.  Ma-
lini died of wounds to her neck and Neruuya died from 
òpressu re to th e n eckó. T w o you n ger dau gh ters w ere 
sleeping at the time of the murders and were unaware 
that their mother and sister had been killed until po-
lice arrived. (November 2006)  
 
Thayalini Subramaniam , 31. Markham. Mother of 
three. Thayalini was found dead in her garage by her 
7-year-old daughter.  Cause of death was reported by 
police as òh om icidal h an gin g w ith  blu n t force trau m a 
in ju ries to th e h eadó. H er h u sban d, S u girth an raj 
Kailayapillai was charged with second -degree murder. 
(November 2006)  
 
(November 8, 2006)  
 
Source: Ontario Association of Interval and Transition 
Houses (OAITH)  
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