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The annual gala & 0OCelebrate the
Women In Your Lifedd was yet another
positive success with even more
Helpline supporters in attendance.

Other fundraising and public education
events that occurred this year created
another opportunity for the Helpline to

build awareness on the organization
itself and on violence against women.

The Helpline went through many
staffing changes in order to best
respond to the ever growing needs of
the communities across Ontario. The
dedication and commitment of the staff
continues to exceed all of our
expectations. Their efforts are
commendable.

The AWHL® partnership with OAITH
as it related to both the gala and the
Anti Racism Anti Oppression training
initiative, demonstrated positive
collaboration and working in solidarity.

The Board of Directors worked with
tenacity to ensure that funding, policies
and support remained secured for the
Helpline. The Board could not do its

relentless pursuit of excellence are
unmatched.

Despite the work of the Helpline,
women and their children continue to
be murdered by their abusive partners.
To date, more than thirty women and
nine children have been murdered in
the province of Ontario in 2006.

On December 10, 2006, AWHL joined
other women& organizations in a mass
demonstration to the Conservative
government. December 10th marks the
International Human Rights Day and
the rally will demonstrate the growing
dissatisfaction with the Canadian
government& decisions to undermine
women®& rights for equality, women®
access to justice, and abandoning its
own obligation to advance women&
human rights in Canada.

We called on the government to reverse
its policy decisions on the Status of
Women Canada, pay equity, childcare,
the Court Challenges Program and the
Women& Program. The government®
approach is only further jeopardizing
the historic efforts by Canada to
achieve womend full equality. Not only
does our government need to reform

OV ehapethet theaaring year will bring you peace good

health, good cheer and Prosperity
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Women and children murdered in 2006

where partner charged or committed suicide

Rosalinda Concepcion, 32. Welland. Mother of three.
Rosalinda was found strangled to death in her home
after she failed to pick up her children from school.
Police and child welfare authorities arrived at the

home and discovered her and her common -law partner
in the house. Leonard James Kelly was taken to hos-
pital with a dmedical condition6and later charged
with first -degree murder. (January 2006)

Rose Boroja, 54. Markham. Mother of three. Rose was
found in her home strangled to death, with dobvious
signs of traumadto her body after a relative placed an
emergency call to police. Her husband, Pero Boroja
later surrendered to police and was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder. (January 2006)

Shao-Sang Liang , 38, her daughter Vivian Yuen -Yee
Chau, 3 and her son, lan Chau , 5 months. Toronto.
Shao-Sang and her two children were stabbed to death
in their basement apartment while neighbours lis-
tened to their screams. Neighbours had often heard
banging and screaming in the home but had never
intervened, but expressed disbelief and surprise that
the murders had occurred. They alternately described
the family as Ganti-social§, onot normalg, and tnice
people, like a happy familyd Media reports empha-
sized the trauma suffered by police when they entered
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their commitment to the women in Canada, but our
government needs to promote a collective respect for
women® equality and human rights.

Not only is it imperative to continue to fight the good
fight, demand the change, and seek demonstrated
commitment of all levels of government, the Helpline,
along with our sister organizations, will continue to
support each other in our campaigns to End Violence
Against Women.

In Solidarity,

Erin Lee -Todd
Chair 6 Board of Directors

the scene and the difficulty of police dealing with the
deaths of children. Huc Minh Chau, common -law part-
ner of the woman, was arrested at the scene and
charged with three counts of first -degree murder.
(February 2006)

Wendy LaFleche , 41, her daughter Victoria , 7 and her
son, Jesse, 3. Aurora. Wendy and her children were
beaten to death in their beds. Her estranged husband,
John LaFleche, was caught in a police chase near Bar-
rie as he fled and later charged with three counts of

first -degree murder. (March 2006)

Fallon Mason , 23. Brantford. Mother of two. Fallon
was found dead of injuries from ¢an edged weapondin
the townhouse that she shared with her two pre -
school children, who were present at the time. Later
police engaged in a lengthy standoff with a man who
finally emerged from another home with injuries and
blood-soaked clothing. He was said to have had a pre-
vious relationship with Fallon and had been charged

in February with breaking into her home and harass-
ing her. He was released on bail in that incident. The
children were placed in foster care. Greg Christopher
Martins was arrested and taken to hospital. He was
later charged with first -degree murder. (March 2006)

Yvonne Marsh , 37. Wasaga Beach. Yvonne was found
dead in her home after a man turned himself in to po-
lice in Toronto, saying he had killed someone. Reports
said she had died as a result of an ¢axe attacka
Yvonne had rejected a man who was insisting that

they have a relationship after she had separated from
her husband. Adam Newman was charged with first -
degree murder. (March 2006)

Jared Andrew Osidacz , 8. Brantford. Jared was
stabbed to death by his father at the home of the fa-
ther& girlfriend and her 8-year-old daughter. His girl-
friend and her daughter were also stabbed, but sur-
vived and were taken to hospital. Approximately an
hour later, police shot Andrew Osidacz to death at an-
other resident where he was holding his ex -wife
(Jared® mother) at knifepoint. Osidacz had been con-
victed in 2003 of assault on his ex -wife. He was or-
dered to do 75 hours of community service and to give
$300 to Nova Vita Women® Shelter, as well asto par-
ticipate in programs. Justice Lawrence Thibideau did
not think the crime warranted incarceration. Osidacz
was ordered to have no contact with his wife, but an
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exception was made for contact with Jared through a
family court access order. (March 2006)

Francine Mailly , 37, and her three children, Jessica,
12, Brandon , 9 and Kevin, 6. Ottawa. Francine and
her three children were shot to death before the house
was blown up and engulfed in flames. Francine was
estranged from her husband, Francois, who was found
dead on the lawn of the house with a .22 calibre gun
beside him. A note outlining his plan to kill the family
was found in his van and Francine® family reported
that he had often said that if he couldnd@ have her, no-
body would. Francois Mailly had a history of contact
with police as a result of domestic violence and other
issues and was under a restraining order to have no
contact with Francine at the time of the murders. Be-
cause Francine was in contact with him, police appar-
ently said they could do nothing about his harassment
and threats. Francois Mailly was in anger manage-
ment counselling and the Children& Aid Society also
had a file on the family. His family and co  -workers
were surprised by the murders and described him as a
hardworking family man who loved his children. Her
family talked about Francine® ongoing fear of him
and the lack of police support for her. (April 2006)

Melody Burtis , 40 and her son, Harley Baxter -Burtis ,
8. Sault Ste. Marie. Melody and Harley were ab-
ducted from their home and driven to a remote loca-
tion where they were slashed to death, then taken to a
cemetery where they were dumped. By coincidence,
police officers were at the cemetery and saw a man
near the bodies. Albert Francis Ouimet was arrested
and has been charged with two counts of kidnapping
and first -degree murder. Police have said that the
couple were cknown to each otherébut have not clari-
fied their relationship further. (April 2006)

Dale Cheryl Mapstone , 29. Toronto. Mother of two.
Dale was stabbed to death in front of her 10 -year-old
son Treyvon, whotried to save his mother& life by
jumping on the assailant& back, before running to a
neighbour for help. Her boyfriend, Vaughn Maxwell
Wilson, was charged with second -degree murder.
(April 2006)

Meherun dMitad Nessa, 35. Toronto. Mother of three.
In a scenario eerily similar to the death of Dale Map-
stone, Meherun was stabbed to death in her apart-
ment in front of her 13 -year-old daughter Jayba.
Jayba was assaulted in the incident and tried to stop
the bleeding, but her mother& injuries were too se-

vere. Her husband, Shabbir Mahmud, was charged

with second -degree murder and assault. He had been
arrested the year before but not charged. The Chil-
drend Aid Society was called in. Accordingtoafriend,
Meherun had said that her husband threatened to kill

her if she ever called police. (April 2006)

Natalie Novak , 20. Toronto. Natalie was stabbed to
death in a house where she was living as a student
while she attended Ryerson University. Multiple calls
were made to 911 and other students tried to inter-
vene by forcing the door to her room, but it was too
late to save her. Her ex -boyfriend, Arssei Hindessa
was charged with second -degree murder. Police re-
ported that he had also been convicted of assaulting
Natalie the September before and was on probation
with conditions to stay away from her. (May 2006)

Seema Badhan, 19. Toronto. Seema was thrown off
the 10th floor balcony of the building where she had
lived with her estranged husband. Neighbours re-
ported hearings screaming and arguing but ignored it.
Then one neighbour reported hearing a chuge, huge
screamband saw Seema lifeless on the ground below.
Neighbours also described the man as gpeace-lovingé
and the couple as dsoin loved Zohaib Shaukat was
charged at the scene with first -degree murder. (May
2006)

Ashley Daubs , 15 and Stephanie Daubs , 12. Ashley
and Stephanie were killed when, according to police,
their father intentional swerved into a head  -on colli-
sion with a dump truck, killing all three of them. Po-
lice first thought the collision was an accident but

later changed their assessment in the light of addi-
tional evidence. John Daubs had been charged with
uttering threats against his estranged wife, Debbie,
the mother of the girls, and had been ordered to stay
away from her. (May 2006)

Deborah Devine , 33. London. Deborah was found
dead following a fire in her home. Her partner, Lo-
ranzo Kimpe, has been charged with second -degree
murder and arson endangering life. (June 2006)

Cindy MacDonald , 29. London. Cindy was found with
a knife through her chest in the backyard of her home.
Her boyfriend, Melvin Flores, was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder. Flores was out on bail withano -
contact bail condition ordered in April after he was
released on a charge of uttering a death threat against
Cindy. (June 2006)

(Continued on pagé)
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Kamlesh Dhingra , 58. Richmond Hill. Kamlesh was
found by her adult son stabbed to death in her home.
Her husband was also found unconscious in the home
and was taken to hospital with injuries. Kamlesh had
just moved into the house two or three weeks prior to
her murder. Police would not call the incident a mur-
der-suicide attempt. The estranged husband, Ved
Dhingra, has been charged with first -degree murder.
(June 2006)

Gwendolyn Pilgrim , 35. Toronto. Gwendolyn was
found strangled to death in her basement apartment
after her boyfriend, Donovan Morrison, turned himself
in to police. He was charged with second -degree mur-
der. Morrison had been charged in March with posses-
sion of a dangerous weapon and released on bail with
conditions to stay away from Gwendolyn, but he had
moved in with her again after he was charged. (June
2006)

Kathy Rajher , 66. Hamilton. Kathy was stabbed to
death by her husband, Vinko Rajher, who then hanged
himself. Kathy had repeatedly told her friend that her
husband was going to kill her, but her friend would

say that he wasn@ capable of that. Kathy had recently
said that she wanted a divorce and the couple® house
had been put on the market several weeks before the
murder -suicide. Police had visited the home on a num-
ber of occasions and Kathy had also taken refuge in a
women® shelter. (June 2006)

Malena Morales , 31. Brampton. Mother of two.
Malena was found murdered in her home. No cause of
death was reported except to say there were tsigns of
traumadto her body. A Canada-wide arrest warrant
was issued for her husband, Henry Morales. Police
believe he has fled to Mexico. (July 2006)

Audrey Gates , 85. Burlington. Audrey was strangled
to death in her home. Her 85 -year-old husband was
found bleeding in another room from a self -inflicted
knife wound and is currently in hospital. The couple
had been married for 55 years. Ronald Gates has been
charged with first -degree murder. (August 2006)

Angela Harkley , 33. Shrewsbury. Angela® body was
found in a shallow grave in a marsh -like area about
120 metres from a home she shared with her boy-
friend. A post -mortem was scheduled to determine

the cause of death. After an hours -long suicidal staff -
off with police in an orchard, her boyfriend was taken

from a car when he was overcome by fumes from a
propane tank he had with him. Bradley Thomas War-
wick was charged with first -degree murder.
(September 2006)

Zofia Strojnik , 54. Mississauga. Zofia®& body was found
in her home by police after they were called to the
residence. Cause of death was not released. Her hus-
band, Julian Strojnik, has been charged with first -
degree murder. (October 2006)

Brenda Demoor, 39. Brockville. Brenda was found
dead in her apartment after a 911 call to police, who
are still investigating the murder. No cause of death
was given but authorities indicated there was trauma

to Brenda® body. Neighbours said the apartment had
been the site of a few disturbances in recent months.
Donald Hutchinson, who lived with Brenda, was
charged with second -degree murder. (October 2006)

Malini Thayakumar , 36, and her daughter Neruuya,
14. Toronto. Malini and her daughter were found dead
in their townhouse after a call to 911 by her husband,
oKumarg who had left and was at the apartment of
Malini® parents. He told 911 that he had killed his
wife and daughter and was going to take his own life.
He then jumped from the balcony and was killed. Ma-
lini died of wounds to her neck and Neruuya died from
gpressure tothe neckd Two younger daughters were
sleeping at the time of the murders and were unaware
that their mother and sister had been killed until po-
lice arrived. (November 2006)

Thayalini Subramaniam , 31. Markham. Mother of
three. Thayalini was found dead in her garage by her
7-year-old daughter. Cause of death was reported by
police as chomicidal hanging with blunt force trauma
injuriestothe headd Her husband, Sugirthanraj
Kailayapillai was charged with second -degree murder.
(November 2006)

(November 8, 2006)

Source: Ontario Association of Interval and Transition
Houses (OAITH)
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The Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC)
launched the national Sisters in Spirit Campaign in March
2004 to raise public awareness of the alarmingly high rates
of violence against Indigenous women in Canada.

Why the need for Sisters in Spirit?

NWAC believes we are in an urgent state of affairs with regards to the safety
of Indigenous women in Canada. Although Indigenous women represent only
3% of the Canadian population, they are over represented as victims of
racialized, sexualized violence. Indigenous women are victimized because of
their gender and their Indigenous identity. They are not respected because
they live on reserves or are part of an Indigenous community. Sadly, many
Indigenous women are seen as less than human or not as human beings at
all.

The current status of Aboriginal women can be traced back to several
historical realities:

« Until 1985, marrying a non-Indigenous person resulted in Indigenous
women losing their status as ‘Indian’, as well as their right to live on reserve
and their ability to access other programs and services. Thousands of
women were forced off reserves and suffered cultural isolation.

« The legacy of the residential school system resulted in a cycle of trauma
and abuse that has impacted multiple generations of Indigenous women
and men.

« Government policies in the 1960s allowed the removal of Indigenous
children from their communities and placed them in non-Indigenous homes.
This resulted in the break-up of families, loss of cultural identity, and in
many cases, trauma and abuse.

How was this brought to the attention of Government?

The Native Women's Association of Canada (NWAC) raised the issue of
violence against Indigenous women with the federal government. NWAC
estimated that over the past 20 years, approximately 500 Indigenous
women have gone missing in communities across Canada. Yet
government, the media and Canadian society continue to remain silent.
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